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MEMBER OF THE MONTH
RUSSELL RACHINGER….
..tells the story of his amazing experience in the
1953 Redex Around Australia Reliability Car Trial
– 6500 miles - Car No.11.

Thank you to outgoing committee member Lodi
Leipoldt.
Members of Committee for the coming year are:
• Pam Brennan – Secretary
• Carmel Stringer – Treasurer
• Leonie Foster
• Kevin Free
• Phil Goudie – Vice President
• Alan Grant
• Anne Hedgeland
• Pat McAloon
• Graeme Ward
Committee always welcome ideas, comments,
concerns, u3aararat1@gmail.com

I was navigator, accompanying Ron Johnston, a former
Ararat resident as entrant Number 11,
a Holden 48/215 in the Redex Reliability Trial in 1953.
It remains as a watershed in endurance rallies in
Australia. At that time it was the second longest trial
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ever staged in the world (the previous longest had
been from New York to Paris in 1908).
The route was Sydney to Brisbane. Rockhampton to
Townsville, then inland to Mt Isa and north to Darwin,
south to Alice Springs and Adelaide to Melbourne, then
back to Sydney via Albury

essential. Really good visibility was necessary under
‘Trial’ conditions to assist drivers in spotting quickly
such hazards as curves, dips, potholes, tree stumps,
rocks, kangaroos and cattle. Competitors were also
advised to carry sufficient emergency rations for seven
days, plus a gallon of water for each crew member; we
slept on bags or blankets.
Overnight stops were mostly in showground pavilions
and similar buildings - there were few motels, service
stations and stores. Roads were mostly unmade,
poorly maintained and not often signposted.
Departing 30 August 1953 there were 50,000 people at
Sydney Showground to see the start, while another
150,000 lined the route north out of Sydney along the
Pacific Hwy. The competitors were flagged off at threeminute intervals.
To survive the mammoth route, drivers were required
to carry additional fuel drums to go the distance
between each checkpoint. Even re-fuelling was a
problem, it was not uncommon for service stations to
be over 600 miles apart. Petrol dumps of 32,000
gallons in four gallon drums were placed along the
3,000 mile stretch between Townsville and Adelaide.

Russell tucking in to Vegetables and Sausages...
‘I was under age at 17; I told them I was older’.

Public interest in the Redex Trial was enormous. As the
field progressed around Australia the Trial was front
page news on every newspaper in the country. By
Townsville just ten cars had dropped out, and 128 of
the remaining 177 cars had perfect scores. The next
section to Mt Isa was the first of the famous ‘horror
stretches’, a bush track that had to be driven in 16
hours. The smooth bitumen US Army highway to
Darwin gave the drivers a break, when 132 cars
remained and 42 were still without any points lost.
The event was not a race, but competitors lost points
for being late at check-points and for the condition of
the cars at the finish line. Radiator and bonnets were
sealed, cars had to be reliable to finish! The rules were
very simple. Drivers weren’t allowed to make any
performance-enhancing modifications to their cars,
except to add auxiliary fuel tanks. They would lose one
point for every minute late to enter a control point, as
well as a further 100 points for disobeying a direction
from race adjudicators.
I remember trying to keep awake enroute from Mt Isa
to Darwin for which 36 hours were allocated. At Alice
Springs Car No. 11 had only lost one point. But ….. the
car ran out of road on the track to Kingoonya!

Competitors were advised to take everything – all
spare parts, equipment such as de-ditching gear, tow
rope, shovel and axe, special long-range lights were

In the field were some names whose fame in motor
sport would make them household names:Jack
“Gelignite” Murray entered in a 1953 Plymouth. John
Arthur (the late Sir Jack) Brabham started in Car No.
181 in a 48/215 Holden. R.R
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORY –
Highlight for Term 2.
Presented by Mary Alp.

Our six week journey in July/August 2019 took us to
seven countries: Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Argentina,
Uruguay, Brazil and Chile.

Early notice. A not to miss course for those

interested in Australian history, or those who
were not offered it way back at school.

This will be an excellent 11 week course of a DVD
presentation ‘The First Footprints’, documenting old
oral stories, archaeological studies and recovered
archival film, and a second DVD created by Rachael
Perkins ‘The First Australians’, described in Wikipedia
as
chronicling …. ‘the history of contemporary
Australia from the perspective of its first
people, Aboriginal Australians. The series is essentially
a synthesis of well-documented historical information.
It relies heavily on archival documents and
interpretations from historians and members of both
the Aboriginal and European community and leaders.
The story begins in 1788 in Sydney, with the arrival of
the First Fleet and ends in 1993 with Koiki Mabo's legal
challenge to the foundation of Australia’.
Both DVD presentations will be combined with
discussion times for study analysis and scrutiny.

We flew directly from Melbourne to Santiago, then on
to Lima for a two day stopover. From there we went to
Quito, the capital of Ecuador where we met our tour
group for the Galapagos Islands. The unique flora and
fauna of these islands had been a long term interest of
ours and it was fascinating to see the species which
helped shape Darwin’s theory of evolution.

Phil and Marlene Goudie’s ‘Travel Tales’
to South America.

3

Walking
next to
Giant
tortoises,
swimming
with sea
lions,
turtles and
marine
iguanas,
observing
finches on
trees next to our path and studying the amazing blue
footed booby birds at very close quarters were some
of the highlights.
Next was the Peruvian Amazon jungle. The Madre de
Dios river was a secondary tributary of the Amazon
but was still 100m wide. Cayman and Capybaras were
seen on the river bank and the classic tarantulas and
unique fauna were found on the walks.
We then travelled from Cuzco to Ollantaytambo to
begin the 3 day walk ‘The Quarry trail’, that we
completed in place of the Inca trail.

the city area including Eva Peron’s crypt, taste great
steaks and attempt Tango dancing.
The Iguazu falls on the border of Argentina and Brazil
were stunning and provided numerous photo

opportunities.
The city of Rio De Janiero with its beautiful beaches,
Christ the Redeemer perched high on a peak and the
cable car up Sugarloaf at sunset completed this short
tour.
Finally we returned to Santiago, flying over the
magnificent Andes, and then on to Easter Island.
This
isolated
island is rich
in history
and
featured
the
wonderful
Moai
structures.
Our three
day visit
was short
but gave us time to appreciate the wonders of the
island and its local people.
We returned to Melbourne on a direct flight from
Santiago arriving on the 15th of August.

CARDS! on the up and up this term -----This was quite challenging and, with an altitude of
over 4400m, gave us amazing views of themountains
and the Sacred Valley of the Incas. Our pre-trip
training hikes around Ararat certainly helped. The visit
up to the ruins of Machu Pichu lived up to all
expectations and the ancient Incan capital of Cuzco
and Ollantaytambo were fascinating historically.
Lake Titicaca featured a home stay and a chance to
experience the colour and customs of the local
Aymara people. La Paz in Bolivia with its incredible
public transport system of cable cars and high altitude
(3400m) was the final stop on this leg of our trip.
Five days in Buenos Aries in Argentina and Colonia del
Sacramento, Uruguay gave us an opportunity to tour

SAMBA… players pouring out at the game’s end!
SOLO …. 20 players + 2 absent
BRIDGE – has doubled from 4 to 8 players!
Winners winners…..always room for more.
A reminder that the Melbourne Polytechnic campus we are
privileged to use is a WORK PLACE, and the speed
restrictions apply from the front gate. There is a lot more
activity at present with picking the vines and Vintage
preparation, so do watch more than usual.
I hope you enjoy this edition as much as I’ve enjoyed
gathering these great stories and putting it together,
thanks Russell and Goudies….. How could I have left out
any one of those photos!! Best viewed on screen.😊MB
Thanks to Hansen Print for assistance with the print version.
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