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EDITORS NOTE – 
I can only publish what members provide me with, so please get in contact and let me know what 
your group is up to.  Photos are always welcome of course.  I can be contacted by phone and email 
as follows: 
Email:  peterbrennan22@gmail.com 
Home Phone:  5356 2520. Mobile Phone:  0428 947 947 
 
DRIVERS WARNED TO BE CAREFUL 
 
A warning to those who drive along Grano Street to U3A – two committee members (names 
withheld!) have recently received infringement notices for exceeding the speed limit in Grano 
Street.  Be aware that the speed limit is 60 kph for most of the journey and you will save yourself 
$280 in fines. 
 
PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 
Hello everyone 
 
Our guest speaker at Enrolment Day, Lisa Haddow certainly gave us something to think about to 
improve our body health and strength.  Many members relayed to me that they were impressed by 
Lisa’s presentation. 
Two outings were enjoyed by many.  Fifteen people attended the Infusion Trivia Night at Chalambar 
Golf Club and 26 were fascinated by the i.conic Australian Design display at Willaura Modern 
Exhibition.  So many products have been designed by Australians that we are not aware of.  Before 
the visit to the i.conic exhibition there were many delicious lunch purchases at the Willaura Bakery.  
With the on again, off again lockdowns affecting our program, let’s just soldier on and keep positive.   
There may be a few members who are silently doing it tough.  Please reach out to them if you are 
aware of anyone in this situation.  
 
Take care. 
 
Lynne Wilson 
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ARARAT COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMBER OF THE MONTH 
 
Margaret Burbidge 
 
Robert and Lydia Burbidge came to Australia from Leicester in the first sponsored British migration 
to fill the shortage of labor in the 1850’s. They chose Bacchus’ marsh, later named Bacchus Marsh, 
after Captain William Bacchus, whose ‘manor house’ is still there today. My maternal great 
grandfather Martin Byron left the starving County Mayo for America during the Irish famine in the 
late 1840’s and at the end of the California Gold Rush, then he crossed the Pacific to settle in the 
(also) gold producing Chiltern. Two generations on, Charlie Burbidge is home from New Guinea after 
WW2 and a year later I was born, the first of the ‘boom’ babies. Hastily erected Jennings pre fabs 
accommodated Mr Horrie Punshon’s grade 6 class of 60 at Bacchus Marsh P.S. no 28 in 1956! The 
Marsh produced staples of milk, apples and vegetables in the rich alluvial soil, and brown coal. It 
was a small country community then, maybe in the last throes of a time divided by Protestantism 
and Catholicism.  I had friends in both camps and a new tolerance mattered.  
 
Everyone my age will recognise the choices girls had post school. Retail, nursing, teaching, and 
administration, or ‘a secretary’. There were just two sought after administrative jobs in 1961 
Bacchus Mash, the Secretary to the CEO of the hospital and the Secretary to the High School 
Principal. I won the High School job. Depositing the cash from various school activities to the 
Commercial Bank of Australia was one of my tasks. Teller there, Mike, invited me to one of the many 
local balls.  
 
It’s 1967, and some will smile or roll their eyes when I say that it was an exciting adventure for Mike 
to be posted to Sea Lake in a promotion. Not the bustling metropolis and limited (read one) houses 
to rent, the rose-colored glasses of first love ignored the gaps between the walls and the floor where 
daylight shone through, or the tin bath, or the night cart dunny waaaaaay out the back! The only 
administrative job for a 21-year-old new bride in Sea Lake was with Dr Drieberg for a maternity fill 
in that lasted 2 years. Mike was promoted again - a short stay in the city, and then, in the life of 
bank staff, to Hamilton where our daughter was born. Against the previous generational trend, he 
was promoted as quite a young Branch Manager to Benalla, where our first son was born and then 
to Echuca where our second son was born. Back to Melbourne we were comfortable settling in 
progressive and bushy Eltham.  My time with Dr Drieberg was a plus to find a medical practice 
administrative position. The security of a solid wage and later three teen age kids, kept me there 
way too long.   
 
Our first overseas budget trip was mid 1980’s to Thailand, and our eyes were opened to the world. 
Next, the mandatory Bali and their gracious gentle culture, and then Greece beckoned, but after a 
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tourism expo, three weeks backpacking around Turkey won out, with a few days in London added - 
‘on the way’ to visit no 1 son now working in Boston.  He was back there few years later at the same 
time as my daughter was working in New York. I didn’t think I would, but I loved New York, flying 
there by myself, twice, and to London after she shifted there.  To Taishan, China, with an Ararat 
group, both Stockholm and China again - Cheng Du and Shanghai - as Granmargie, minder, for my 
son and daughter in law’s conferences; mixed in between there was Indonesia, Vietnam and across 
Canada Via Rail and US West coast, somewhat following my kids’ work. How fortunate was I? I loved 
it. 
 
Community, social justice and a sense of fairness had been part of my family values growing up and 
with the nest mostly empty I joined Eltham branch of the Labor Party and have stuck with them ever 
since. Landcare nurtured my environmental mores, both of these interests coming with me to 
affordable Ararat after Mike and I separated in the early noughties.   
 
I feel very privileged now to have a secure and comfortable life and home here in Ararat. I was part 
of the beginnings of U3A Ararat way back and I’m still informed entertained, amused and delighted 
with this ever-growing educational, social and friendship group.   
MB. 
 
BOOK CLUB 
 
There has been quite a theme of Aboriginal justice (or rather injustice) with the two most recent 
book club offerings.  ‘The Yield’ and ‘Too Much Lip’ are both award winning Australian titles and 
important in our (non-aboriginal) understanding of how our indigenous family have been treated 
since colonisation.  Both books are highly recommended 
 
EXCURSIONS 
 
Willaura Modern 
 
A large group of members travelled out to Willaura to 
visit the ‘Willaura Modern’ exhibition – i.conic.  This 
exhibition celebrates award winning and innovative 
industrial design and features iconic Australian 
products from the 1800s to the present day. 

Products featured in the exhibition 
include the Wiltshire Staysharp 
knife, Décor BYO wine cooler and 
the Keep Cup.  Some innovations, 
like the Esky, were the result of our 
unique Australian climate and 
lifestyle, but others like the Britax 
baby capsule celebrate the capacity 
of our industrial design profession to 
bring a world first innovation to the 
global marketplace. 
A big thankyou to Lois Reynolds for 
coordinating the visit and then showing us around the exhibition. 
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WEST WITH THE WARDS 
 
Merilyn and Graeme Ward are both seasoned travellers and they provided an interested group 
with some wonderful photographic memories of their recent trip to Western Australia. 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
GET TO KNOW YOUR MEMBERS 
 
School Memories 
 
U3A members were asked about their education experiences - Primary and secondary schooling, 
post school education, favourite teacher and why, and a fond memory of school 
 
Leonie Foster 
 
Kindergarten was spent in Mildura with my best memory being taught to ride a 2-wheeler 
bike by my “boyfriend” 
From there I went on to Mildura Central Primary School for Preps until the first term of 
Grade 2.  I remember lining up in Deakin Ave to watch the Queen go past in a Jeep.  It 
was very hot and we were given bunches of grapes.  A lot of children fainted! 
From Mildura it was on to Balwyn Primary School until Grade 6 where my worst memory 
was a steel ruler on my knuckles until I learnt to use my right hand - the teacher didn’t 
have left-handed pupils.  I fondly remember Friday afternoon pictures in the blacked-out 
corridor. 
My early secondary education was at Methodist Ladies College.  I loved sport, choir and 
speech nights in Melbourne Town Hall.  However, I didn’t particularly like wearing the hat 
and gloves while travelling to and from school! 
The remainder of my secondary education was at Bendigo High School, with fond 
memories of geology excursions, a fantastic English Literature teacher and amazing Fancy 
Dress Dances (won 1st prize in Form 5). 
I attended Bendigo Teachers College from 1965-67 - so many memories of a fabulous 3 
years.  I loved teaching rounds, but lectures not so much! There was Inter college sports 
trips, annual plays and planning social activities.  The highlight of 2nd year was a trip to 
Alice Springs on the Old Ghan (obviously the start of my love affair with The Outback). 
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MAD ABOUT SCIENCE 
 
Janine Adams continues to inspire and challenge her mad scientists.  This class is proving to be a 
popular newcomer to our offerings in 2021.  If you’re not sure what’s happening with the rubber 
gloves, then get along and find out for yourself! She is making a return to the program in Term 4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CRAFT GROUP AND SEWING GROUP 
 

The craft ladies are a dedicated group who 
gather on Wednesday afternoons at 1pm, to 
tackle varied and challenging projects. 
Elena Tommasi, the president of Ballarat U3A,  
was a guest in Term 2, instructing the craft 
group on the techniques of hardcover book 
folding, a unique experience for participants. 
 
 
 

 
The sewing group have been in recess for Term 3, but Linda Heard is planning to get together 
again in Term 4.  These photos are some of the smaller items made in Term 2, but they have plans 
to work on a larger project in Term 4.   

 
 
WHAT ARE YOU WATCHING ON TV? 
 
The Olympic games of course.  The timing of the games was perfect for lockdown 5 and there was 
certainly an abundance of choice to satisfy our sporting curiosity. 

Ms Represented with Annabel Crabb – Iview. 

With the ABC’s Ms Represented, host Annabel Crabb presents us with a very powerful and 
important series about women in Australian politics, one hundred years after Australia elected its 
very first female parliamentarian. She takes us from Votes for Women, through the years in-
between, to today’s Parliament and women politicians’ experiences now. 
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The Underground Railroad – Amazon Prime 
 
Based on the 2016 Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by Coson Whitehead, “The Underground Railroad” 
is a story divided into ten chapters.  The story follows Cora (Thuso Mbedu) as she and a protective 
fellow slave named Caesar (Aaron Pierre) escape from a Georgia plantation with a vindictive slave 
catcher on their heels. The railroad facilitates a grim tour of the American South, with each stop 
reinforcing — in its own terrifying way — the supremacist delusion at the heart of the nation’s 
darkest legacy.  It’s a difficult series to watch (often very violent) but a quite beautiful production. 
 
LADY GRIMWADE COLLECTION 
 
Member, Pat McAloon, has had a long-standing interest in the 
Ararat Gallery TAMA costume collection belonging to a former 
Melbourne socialite, Lady Barbara Grimwade.  The gallery has 
been the custodian of the collection since 1991, but apart from 
several exhibitions in its early days at the gallery, the collection 
has been kept in mothballs along with the painting of Lady 
Grimwade done by Archibald Prize winning artist, Clifton Pugh. 
 
Pat recently organized for U3A members to view the portrait by 
gallery director, Katy Mitchell.  Joining the group was former 
Ararat gallery deputy curator, Elizabeth Lindsay, who was at the 
gallery when the collection was donated. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
WHAT ARE ARAPROSDOKIANS? 
 
They are figures of speech in which the latter part of a sentence in unexpected.  Winston Churchill 
loved them!  Here are some examples: (thanks to Leonie Foster for these gems) 
 

• Where there’s a will, I want to be in it 
• Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them speak 
• If I agreed with you, we’d be both wrong 
• War does not determine who is right – only who is left 
• Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit.  Wisdom is not putting it into a fruit salad 
• They begin the evening news with ‘Good Evening’, then proceed to tell you why it isn’t 
• To steal ideas from someone is plagiarism.  To steal from many is research 
• I didn’t say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you 
• A clear conscience is the sign of a bad memory 
• Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine 
• I’m supposed to respect my elders, but it’s getting harder and harder to find one now 

 


